
Mark Making Techniques

Line This is the path left by a moving point. For example, wavy, straight, parallel etc  

Colour This is what we see when light bounces off objects. For example, red, yellow 
and blue.

Pattern This is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours  

Form This refers to a three dimensional shape, such as a cube, sphere or cone.

Shape This is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be 
shaded in. For example circle, square etc 

Texture This is the way something feels or looks like it feels.  

Tone This refers to how light or dark something is.  

Mark Making Describes the different lines, dots, marks, patterns, and textures we create in 
an artwork. It can be loose and gestural or controlled and neat.

Artists linking to the project
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Key VocabularyPOP ART
Pop art is an art movement that emerged in the United 
Kingdom and the United States during the mid- to late-1950s 
The movement presented a challenge to traditions of fine art 
by including imagery from popular and mass culture, such as 
advertising, comic books and mundane mass-produced 
objects. One of its aims is to use images of popular culture in 
art, emphasizing the banal or kitschy elements of any culture, 
most often through the use of irony It is also associated with 
the artists' use of mechanical means of reproduction or 
rendering techniques. In pop art, material is sometimes 
visually removed from its known context, isolated, or 
combined with unrelated material
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ABSTRACT
Abstract Abstract art is art that does not attempt to represent an accurate depiction of a 

visual reality but instead use shapes, colours, forms and gestural marks to achieve 
its effect.

Futurism Futurism was an Italian art movement of the early twentieth century that aimed to 
capture in art the dynamism and energy of the modern world

Cubism Cubism was a revolutionary new approach to representing reality invented in 
around 1907–08 by artists Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque. They brought 
different views of subjects (usually objects or figures) together in the same picture, 
resulting in paintings that appear fragmented and abstracted.

Shape This is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be shaded 
in. For example circle, square etc 

Texture This is the way something feels or looks like it feels.  

Tone This refers to how light or dark something is.  

Collage The technique and the resulting work of art in which pieces of paper, photographs, 
fabric and other ephemera are arranged and stuck down onto a supporting surface

Artists linking to the project

Abstraction isn’t a style or movement; it can exist in all art to a certain 
degree. Various dictionaries define Abstraction as ‘freedom from 
representational qualities in art’ and ‘not representing things 
pictorially’. The Tate describes it as when an artist has either 
‘removed (abstracted) elements from an object to create a more 
simplified form’ or produced something which ‘has no source at all in 
external reality’.
While an artist may have a real object in mind when painting, that 
object might be stylized, distorted or exaggerated using colors and 
textures to communicate a feeling, rather than produce a replica. It’s 
more about how the beauty of shapes and colors can override 
representational accuracy

Abstract Futurism Cubism

Abstract Key Features

Wassily Kandinsky Henri Matisse Piet Mondrian 

Key Vocabulary

● Line(s)
● Texture
● Shape
● Futurism
● Cubism
● Colour
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Texture Collage

http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/a/abstract-art


Illustration 
Illustration An illustration is a visualization or a depiction made by an artist, such as a drawing, sketch, 

painting, photograph, or other kind of image of things seen, remembered or imagined, using 
a graphical representation.

Anaglyph A stereoscopic photograph with the two images superimposed and printed in different 
colours, usually red and green, producing a stereo effect when viewed with appropriate 
filters over each eye.

Gradient Gradients, also known as color transitions, are a gradual blending from one color to another 
color (or, if you're in a colorful mood, from one color to another color to another 
color—gradients aren't limited to two shades).

Form This refers to a three dimensional shape, such as a cube, sphere or cone.

Shape This is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be shaded in. For 
example circle, square etc 

Tone This refers to how light or dark something is.  

Gestural to describe a method of fine art painting characterized by energetic, expressive brushstrokes 
deliberately emphasizing the sweep of the painter's arm or movement of the hand.

Artists linking to the project

An illustration is a decoration, interpretation 
or visual explanation of a text, concept or 
process, designed for integration in print 

and digital published media, such as 
posters, flyers, magazines, books, teaching 

materials, animations, video games and 
films. An illustration is typically created by 

an illustrator.

Illustration Anaglyph Gradient 

Jon Burgerman Mr. DoodleKeith Haring 

Key Vocabulary

Form Shape

Tone Gestural

Types of Illustration
● Block illustration.
● Charcoal illustration.
● Ink illustration.
● Woodcut illustration.
● Watercolor illustration.
● Advertising Illustration.
● Scientific illustration.
● Pencil Illustration.
● Cartoon Illustration.


