
Year 7 Curriculum Overview [2022-2023] 
              English  

 
 Autumn 

Term 

Knowledge & Understanding Literacy Skills 
 

Opportunities for 
developing  

literacy skills 
 

 
Employability Skills 

[if any] 
 

 
Assessment 

Opportunities 
 

Composites Components 

[KEY concepts & subject specific vocab] 

Formal 
Retrieval 

[if any] 

Novel 
Study 

Understanding of a 

novel  

• Understanding of social and 
historical context (attitudes 
towards children) 

• Understanding of writers’ ideas 
and attitudes 

• Understanding of 
characterisation 

• Understanding of simple 
narrative structure (heroes, 
villains etc)  

• Understanding of protagonist 
and overcoming obstacles 

• Comparison of characters within 
the novel 

 

• Do now 
• Independent 

learning 
homeworks 

• Blank Kos 
• Vocabulary 

lists 
• MCQs for 

recall of key 
knowledge 
and 
concepts.  
Any 
gaps/errors 
in 
knowledge 
shown in 
MCQ 
plugged as 
retaught 
and recalled 
in Do Now 

• Reading for 
meaning and 
understanding 

• Explicit 
vocabulary 
instruction 

 

• Extensive 
vocabulary 

• Apprenticeships  

• MCQs, 
Component 
Based 
formative, 
Summative 
essay on 
character 

 Writing literary essays  • Identifying and selecting 
evidence from a text 

• Matching evidence from a text 
with a bigger idea or concept 

• Using extracts as a springboard 
to inspire essay writing 
  

• Do now • Correct 
grammatical 
and sentence 
structures 

• Structuring 
whole texts 

• Accurate written 
expression 

• Summative 
essay on 
character 

 Writing narratively • Using a variety of sentence 
structures to create a character 

• Interleaved 
Do Now 

• Vocabulary 
lists 

• Correct 
grammatical 
and sentence 
structures 

• Novel writing • One final, 
drafted 
description 
produced 



• Using narrative structures to 
plan and tell a story about a 
character 

• Developing characters using 
interesting vocabulary for effect 

• Understanding of how to use a 
range of language devices 

•  

• Set as 
homework 
revision and 
tested as Do 
Now 

• Recapping 
skills 
covered in 
previous 
writing 
lessons as 
recall 

• Structuring 
whole texts 

as final 
summative 
assessment 

 Technical Concepts • Grammatical knowledge, modal 
verbs, building up sentences 
using ‘because,’ via a writing 
journey  

•  •  Writing skills •  

 Reading for Pleasure • Select a range of books and keep 
a record of them  

• Discuss book choices with others 
and explore how and why they 
are enjoyable 

• AR quiz 
• Vocabulary 

lists 

• Oracy and 
discussion 

• Discussion and 
debate 

• Star test 
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Spring 
Term 

 

Knowledge & Understanding Literacy Skills 
 

Opportunities for 
developing  

literacy skills 
 

 
Employability Skills 

[if any] 
 

 
Assessment 

Opportunities 
 

Composites Components 

[KEY concepts & subject specific vocab] 

Formal 
Retrieval 

[if any] 

Poetry: 
exploring 

our 
identities 

Understanding of 

Sonnets 

• Knowledge of sonnet form 
• Understanding of how and why 

writers use sonnet form  
• Understanding of a range of 

individual sonnets 
• Understanding of writers’ ideas 

about expressing their identity 
• Understanding of sonnet 

structure and argument 
• Understanding of sonnets over 

time 

• Do Now 
• KO tasks 
• Retrieval 

tasks 
independent 
learning 

• Vocabulary 
lists 

• Explicit 
vocabulary 
instruction 

• Comparative 
reading 

• Mastery of 
vocabulary 

• MCQs, 
Component 
Based 
formative, 
Summative 
essay on 
one poem 

 Analysis of methods • Understanding that analysis is 
breaking down the text and 

• Do now  
• Method grid 

• Vocabulary  
• Analytical 

thinking 

• Analytical thinking 
and resilience 

• Component 
based 



considering the effect on the 
reader or audience 

• Identifying methods used by 
writers 

• Commenting on the effects of 
methods used by writers 

• Linking method analysis to 
writers’ ideas 

• Linking writer’s ideas to their 
time of writing 

• Scaffolded 
analysis 

• Vocabulary 
lists 

formative 
assessment 

• Summative 
assessment 
on one 
poem 

 Writing creatively for 

different purposes 

• Writing a sonnet to express 
pride in identity 

• Structuring ideas around a volta 
or turning point 

• Interleaved 
writing 
lessons 

• Drafting and 
self editing - 
metacognition 

• Problem solving 
and future 
aspirations/identity 

• One final 
drafted 
sonnet, 
inspired by 
sonnets 
covered, 
focusing on 
place and 
the 
individual 

 Reading for Pleasure • Library lessons • AR Quiz • Cultural capital •  •  
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Summer  

Term 
 

Knowledge & Understanding Literacy Skills 
 

Opportunities for 
developing  

literacy skills 
 

 
Employability Skills 

[if any] 
 

 
Assessment 

Opportunities 
 

Composites Components 

[KEY concepts & subject specific vocab] 

Formal 
Retrieval 

[if any] 

Play: 

heroic 

journeys 

The 

Odyssey 

Understanding of a play • Understanding of myth and 
social context of Greek Theatre 

• Understanding of how a play is 
different from a novel or poem 

• Understanding of characters 
• Understanding of structure of an 

epic 
• Understanding of social context 

and writers’ ideas 
 

• Do Now 
• Blank KOs to 

fill in 
• Vocabulary 

lists 

• Reading for 

pleasure and 

enjoyment  

 

 

Reading skills MCQs 

Formative, 

component based 

assessment 

 

Summative essay on 

character 

 



 

 

 Analysis of methods  • Analysis of stage directions, 
entrances and exits and other 
dramatic devices 

• Understanding of how to make 
reference to dramatic methods 

• Understanding that analysis is 
breaking down the text and 
considering the effect on the 
reader or audience 

• Expressing a personal view of a 
text and being able to explain 
why the play has this effect 

• Understanding of the writer’s 
use of characterization and what 
each character represents 

• Understanding of the writer’s 
creation of character as a 
deliberate construct  

• Do Now 
• Method grid 
• Vocabulary 

list 

• Reading and 

expressing 

views of a text 

Analytical skill and 

metacognition 

 

 

 

 

Summative essay on 

character 

 Knowledge and 

understanding of 

rhetoric 

• Knowledge of the history and 
importance of rhetoric 

• Understanding of logos, pathos 
and ethos 

• Application of these three 
aspects of rhetoric to a range of 
short persuasive texts 

• Grammatical understanding of 
sentence structures to support 
expression of aspects of rhetoric 
in own writing 

• Do Now 
• Interleaved 

lessons 
• Independent 

learning 
tasks 

• Oracy and 

developing an 

argument 

Arguing a 

viewpoint/speaking in 

different contexts 

MCQs 

 Writing to persuade • Understanding the format of an 
opinion/viewpoint article 

• Considering how to use rhetoric 
to persuade people of a 
viewpoint 

• Scaffolded 
persuasive 
writing to 
test 
knowledge 
of 
techniques 

• Discussion 

and debate 

 

 

• Accuracy of 

written 

literacy 

Drafting and editing One final drafted 

persuasive article  

       


